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: Ey BILL BANKSTON 

‘ A Biton Bouse Eta:: v.v.o spnroao/.ci tlte S:::c-T:utc- 
I oeiore talking with Orleans D::t. Att.y. J::tt Garrison r.ar. 
i emerged as a star witness i:* i/.w cistnct attorney s 
:>of the .'Konr.edy assafiir.it::... 
j Perry K:vmc::d F.uiso . 25. c: 311 E. State S: M 5?- 
i peered in court ycr.c^u-, «»••- % ^y ^ ■*" 

• wnid, dev Shtotv are Davie. v* . r e.*r:o as p. oners ji t— 
’.death of-Presiden; John F. ICcmted y. 

Toic -yo--2 iia^oa-wC s-*c;- w , v t?. J2S0 * s supervisor at the 



•young insurance sn’.c;- 
*j *r.an is described os a base.:*!. 
! ruff with a burning interest 12 
I politics. * 

* He aL-e has .a kecr. interest *“ 



Live A^-rf-ran: 

’ CC'StV.OCu the WitHei 
1 Mrs. Elinorc D* 



Co. 




' j ird said. “He luces to get up in 
j iron; of people and sp:-it.” 

• We usually go under icc.n- 
• cities of F.epbrcthers, but. 

*C 'UU..V V. C a"c k««»w CO-o.l:. 

Dtroy raid.- . . 

I: is easier to tell people they; 



brother * always bad plenty # 
t fi lends and was e.ec.cw. \cce 

• aresidentofhis class «t 

• yiaDcnich K:;h School is New 
Crlearr. or.e year ***::]? sons- 
tn'ng like a **(0 to 70 vote 



. Usscball fs First Love 
“Hs is a real smart and has a 
let of interest: — baseball, mu- 
i n i c a u pc»;..iv‘S. Poetics is h.s 
isecor.c. love/* Derby said, 
iiiseball h his first love, ac- 
cording to the student. 

Ru-io c:d not have much con- 
fidence in himself in sports, ac- 

!«£3 * »?'?:. ^..^r inau .1 

£si: cuy on ‘ 

* several :c-.:.s w.th the NJ^ Cr- 
. .. ns P Li, Ac*:.cm y sue 

. »*•*■ M cru.^.nsn «.cague ir. Ne w ^ J 

v.:*lear.:. ■ ■ 9 

• TITTM^ Ruso coached the 

C *■*-• the Metro-- 

League. » ^\as spen* 



State Tinea: 



s-.:-cd by lha Yflii BtauhliW; a ‘if I d-,,^ IA 

C .jh of which 'iusso was a Baton MOUQe g *o. 

nrfember. 



Derby lives in Broussard Kal. 

> at LSU* and has a p-rtiai atitlc-l- 
ic scholarship. He has beer, 
peered as the possible* staninr ■ 
second basentan with the T;g»v 
baseball team. Luis sea- 
son. The criminology najer 

; told reporters that Russo is? 

sre re o-c^f' t&aa ;o ;» : helping him through school. He. 

:fn «xp:Ta*t»oa of th:r i listed his home adorcss as. 
. -c’stio**hi3 as third cousius, • Russos. : 

• n ri- -3 ; d i Derby se:d he was presec,. 

. " Vrother at LSU ! 1 a s t week a- th- .diilr.c. 

Ku s‘£.’s true brother, _E i£j - i attorney’s office a New u.'.eac- 
®issc an encir.eerir.,5 instruc- I during cuestionag. . • 

JrtlS'C, described the wit- He said he saw a phys.cia.. 
ICs as ‘ extremely popular." | ••hj-pnotizs” Russo - exp.aaa; 
l i= US£& 03 said his younger 'he meant Russo receive- sc- 
^ us ~ * J of dium pestcthal. called truth se- 

rum. 

Questioning under the crag 
lasted :.bo-t an hour and a half, 
he said. . . 

k S- i^-vc a Ru*s. has stated he is inter- 

fne%ider brother lives here e ste;. hypnotism and tha: 
• . • , ^ . .. : Fcrr . could hypnotize penp.e. 

with his wife and there chj.-; f j*cw the investigation 

rirpn indaduut'^i’inonth-olc hi^i.fccted Russo, Derby said 

» “After it began to develop, it 



Derby ,<a:d he played short- 
stop on tiie team and that it — — 
came in second in the league. 

The student said he got toj , 

know Russo about five years; 
ago when his family moved to| — 
New Orleans. Derby's fathcrj 
was in the army and worked at' 
the New Orleans airport befcrei 

retirir.z. - • J 

: Derby s:dd he had seen Fer-| 

: ric a few Lr.*.cs but that he nev-j 
jer really talked to him. “He 1 
j sort of scared you a little bit/*j 
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- . close/’ the brother said. demning this man (Shaw), 

The older brother also said Dcr t>y sa id. [ 

; that Derby was not related to Derby said Russo had beenl 

‘ ! the family. . ^ • - » provided witi\ ajiodj^uard the* 

-—-A real fine g’jy, a hard last t wo days.‘ r 

worker, an intellectual" is the # • ' * 



'Derby sale. 

Grew Up in Gcntilly *| 
! -Russo grew up in tne Gentilly; 
| section of New Orleans. He at- : | 
; tended C«r Lady Star of the Sea j 
, elementary senooi and then!| 
McDonogh. 

: He entered Tuiane University! 
!and transferred to Loyola Uni-! 

| vers; ty of L;e South, receiving a[ 
i degree in political science in; 
i lSu-t. 

j Russo th:n attended Loyola; 
jl.aw Schoo . Before going to.' 
[work for Ec.uitabie, he was em-' 
Iployed by General Electric in 
one of its finance divisions. 

| His father is Francis Russo, a 
.machinist. His mother died in 
* 1962. and a sister, Frances, died 
jof polio when she was 12. 

, R u s s o * s brother said he 
.thought the witness is now at- 
tending two courses at LSU,! 

I paid for by the insurance com- 
pany. 

The brother -=sai,d Derby and 
Russo “probably go together 
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because o: their mutual interest 
in baseball." 

Russo was reared as a Catho- 
lic but couid.V; be called a 
practicing member of the 
cr.urch r.ovv, kis brother said. 

! The brother said he learned of 
Russo's involvement in the Gar- 
i risen probe through the news- 
paper*. 

j The instructor said he be- 
Sieves his brother's stcry. “It 
5 sounds like Perry. I believe he’s 
itcllmg the truth.” 
j Moved in Last Fall 
! Russo moved into his present 
lresider.ee las; fall. Mrs. Durand 
!said. “Lots of young folks come 
in there and have a party once 
in a whi.e.” 

A young boy who lives on the 
other sice of’Russo said Russo 
and Derby seemed like “nice 
guys.” He said Russo had 
bought a motorcycle for Derby. 
It as parked in front of the 
residence yesterday. 

Ru.'SO told the State-Times he 
became acquainted with Ferrie 
through a friend who was a 
member of the Civil Air Patrol. 

Ferrie. a pilot, was active in 
the CAP. 

Tr.e friend’s ^famijv , asked 
him, Russo said, to' try to 
“break Ferrie’s hold” on their 
son. 



Russo scid he succeeded and 
that Ferrie "iacnicned him, but 
or* a later date appeared friend- 
•ly again. Russo said he had 
i known Ferrie about IS months 
•when ir. the fail of lf£2, the 
[pilot said. “We will get him 
j* Kennedy i t and it won’t be 
iio.-.g." 

. He toici rcpoiters that he 
’t.-.ough; nothing about the state- 
ment until he saw Ferrie’s 
| picture in connection with the 
Garrison probe. 

• Russo wrote a letter to Garri- 
son on Feb. 23 stating he might 
have seme information about 
the case. Ferric was found dead 
.in his apartment Feb. 22. 

1 Russo a cain tallied to a State- 
Times reporter March 3 at the 
Hast Eaton Rouge Parish Court- 
house. 

He was inquiring at the sher- 
iffs office about obtaining a 
permit to carry a gun. 

Russo had little to say, but in- 
dicated he had become more 
deeply involved in the case. He 
said he had been in Garrison’i 
'office most of .the previous week 
looking at photographs. 
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Today, deputies shifted lo a 
physica: search*** .tewsmen and 
others entering the courtroom. 
Yesterday, they had relied upon 
a heavy metal ccteeilcr. device. 

•* Heyd saio another ror-.^^r. f»>r 
; tighter security precautions is 
that a loaded 22-calmer revolver 
was found yesterv.r-y near* 
.Shaw's car in the parking lot. 

Heyd told reporters all prir.e.- 
pals in the case will be brouah: 
into tiie court room througn t**e 
sher ill’s of: ice in the ba.-err. 



•ask the key question-wnctner 
' Russo had knowledge th3-. tr.e 
• irio actually put ir.io ope--ai.on 
their prc»icePt:al murder p.a.:.. 

• os:.-'Cr. ?.pp;ircn;i>*ii. 
his whole care or. Russos »*.-••• 
1 ir.or.v. However, it is a *■•«*“* 
- poir.i oi speculation here ina. 
Garrison had contention he r.;.n 
•the ca.'j * rapped up i or.. 
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i'l Russo. the mystery witness 
‘ 1 Dist. A::y. Jim Garrison prom- 
ised when he arrested Shaw 
' ; ( now free or. Sio.ikO hor.hi, said 

I , yesterday the assassin,- lion plot 
• was perfected by Shaw. Lee 
1 Harvey Oswald and David Fcr- 
! j ric. who died of natural causes 
, ’ under mysterious circumstance 
: a week after the district 
attorney had linked him to the 
v ; murder con- piracy 
1 | State-Times Interview • 

: F.us>o. who cid r.ct mention 
. Os.vata in a S»6>o*Tiir.i*s in.c»- 
; view or. Feb. 24 of this year, 
i yesterday 5 i;d he knew him as 
* "Leor/* ‘Oswald ar.d Shaw as 
j “Clem Bertrand/* 

Russo said he ir.c-4 the pa :r 
f while visiting in Ferric’s New 
? Orleans partment in Septem- 
; be:*, 19C3. He explained he ar.d 
i Ferric wef*e good friends an! 

• vsited each other c*icn between 
? I9r0 and when he moved 
i .to Baton Rouge, 
i ; Russo volunteered informs- 
•, ! ttor. on tr.e alleged asrassinatuv. 

} \ plot to the State-Times on Ken. 
f 24. just a few hour* after he 
; : had mailed a letter to D.si. 

} Attv. Garrison. Russo was net 
; : called to give the district 
1 -atlornev information about Fer- 
f ! -rie ar.d other persons involved 
1 in an assassination plot until 
\ two days after his voluntary in- 
* tendew appeared in the State- 
•' Times. 

* ADout three score newsmen. 
, many from foreign countries. 
. heard Garrison lead his key wit- 
ness through a series of objcc- 
1 lions from Dymond and 
Edward Wegmann, attorneys 
for Shaw. But, Garrison cid not 
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Garrison did not call for testi-’ 
mcr.y from prosecution wit- 
nesses Dr. Nicholas Chotta Or- 
leans Parish coroner, and Dr. 

• Esmond Fatter, a private physi- 
Ician. 

| However, it is believed he 
may ask them to be w. inches 
•during rebuttal testimony. 

1 Denied Knowing 0**w ./.(! 

J Russo denied late in Fc./iua'*y 
•♦hr.t he knew Lee Harvey Os- 
wald. me Dallas re? me-. v.r.o 
hr.* over named by tr.* Wa.rcr. 
Comnus.-iun.as the Irnc k:..or of 
the President in Da;:as on Non . 

22. 15*3. 

However, he testified yester- 
dav he knew Oswald as **I-eor/' 
Oswald and Shaw as “Cicm 
Bertrand/* 

; In a dramatic moment of tne 
*• hearing yesterday, Russo point- 
led out Shaw as the mai^ r.e 
•know as Bertrand, then walked . 
[behind Show’s chair in the I 
•courtroom ar.d put his hand, 
j above Snav. ’s head to again 
•positively ;uviV/fy him as one 04 ; 

*: the th.c-u eo-cor.-vpirators. | 

i Ti.e hearing. which may end' 
■[today. was requested by Garri-. 
jso.; u# determine whether a; 
three- ? u:!ge district court, com-i. 
posed of Judges Bern^d • 
Bagcrt, Malcolm O'Hara and.. 
Matthew Braniff, should hold.: 
Shaw for trial on conspiracy,, 
char ges. . . | 4 

Russo yesterday said assassi- ; . 
nation pint was hatched late one}* 
| night after g*<*u.at_a party in;: 
I Ferric’s apartment had dis-p 
•persed. *• 



I He said Ferric initialed the! . 
j co n versa *jnr» about ,lhc Kenr.ecy 
assassination ’ plot. “He just « 
Ikept pacing up and down,” 

» *t;;->o si. c. • 

! Kc Fc.iie stresses l 

| need for diversionary tactics in : 
2 r. assassination attempt, sr. ow- 
ing r.ow Ferric he. a up three 
finger- of one hand to empha- 
size that there vuuic have to be 
a minimum of three people in- 
volved. 

The B-twi; Rouge in*urance ‘ 
salesman said Ferric outlined j 
how two of the three persons 
would fire diversionary shot 
ar.d the third would get “the 
good shot** at tie President. » 
Wculu Need •Scapegoat* t 

He said Ferric said several 
times that one of the three 
would have to be the "scape-; 
•eoaL.ll Asked for clarification oji, 
this point by Garrison, the 25- i 
year-old Baton Rouge man said^ 
Fcrrie meant that one of the 
three would have to be 
fitcd.” 

Oswald was arrested 
after the assassination 
President ar.d charged not only . 
with .vi.’i.r.g President Kennedy, ■ 
cat with the murder of Dallas 
City Policeman J. D. Tippett. ; 

Ru:*so said tr.e plot hatched in* 
Ferrie s apar.mcn: was to sac- f 
rifice one of the three con- 
spirators so that the other two 
could escape curing the con- 
fusion. He says the plan decided 
upon was for Ferrie to fiy the 
escapees to refuel, and 

then fly on to Brazil. 

He said the trio discarded a 
plan* to fly directly to Cuba 
from Dallas because they 
feared the Cubans would shoct 
down the plant without asking 
questions. 

Russo exlnined that the trio 
spoke freely in front of him in 
making' their assassination 
plans, because Ferrie vouched 
for him as a friend who did not 
•hr.ow ar, thing about their ulti- 
mate aims. Garrison did not 
ask Russo if he heard additional 
planning bv the trio prio r to the 
day of the assassinalion. 



"sacri- 
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shortly 
of the 



yestercay afternoon, Garrison 
’introduced cto evidence a bolt 
action rifle with * large tele-; 
serbe sight. He asked Russo 
whether U.l- rifle was similar to 
or.e he saw Oswald oiling, in. 
Ferrie’s apartment on one occa-j 
sion. ‘ ‘ I 

i Russo replied he had only a ( 
brief glimpse of the weapon, but 
it looked similar. However, be 
said the sight of the rifle pro-; 
c-ced yesterday was much t 
‘.larger than the one Oswald was. 
handlin'*. i 

| Garrison at this point dropped 
.the questioning about the rifle; 
and Shaw's attorneys did not t 
[ask any questions. * J 

! Russo’s name does not appear; 

: in the National Archives in; 
’Washington among the hundreds; 
‘of persons questioned by the 
Warren Commission which con- 1 , 
j eluded that Oswald was the lone; 
assassin of Kennedy. The FBI 
1 declined comment^ on whether, 
lit had ever. questioned Russo, j 
•I ■ — -■ ■ " ■ ■ 
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